HERODOTUS                                    Si
ing reigned in all sixteen years,1 Necos  died, and' at his death  be-
queathed the throne to his son Psammis.
160.     In the  reign  of  Psammis,  ambassadors  from   Elis2  arrived
in Egypt, boasting that their  arrangements   for the conduct of  the
Olympic games were the best and fairest that could be devised, and
fancying that not even the Egyptians,  who  surpassed all  other na-
tions in wisdom, could add anything to their perfection.    When these
persons reached Egypt, and explained the reason of their visit, the
king summoned  an  assembly  of  all   the   wisest  of   the   Egyptians.
They met, and the El cans having given them a full account of all
their rules and regulations with respect to the contests, said that they
had conie to Egypt for the express purpose of learning whether the
Egyptians could improve the fairness of their regulations in any par-
ticular.   The Egyptians considered awhile, and then made inquiry, ulf
they allowed their own citizens to enter the lists?" The Eleans an-
swered, ''That the lists were open to all Greeks, whether they be-
longed to Elis or to any other state/'    Hereupon the Egyptians ob-
served, "That if this were so, they departed from justice very widely,
since it was impossible but that they would favor their own country-
men, and deal unfairly by foreigners.   If therefore they really wished
to manage the games with  fairness, and if this was the object of
their coming to Egypt, they advised them to confine the contests to
strangers, and allow no native of Elis to be a candidate."    Such was
the advice which the Egyptians gave to the Eleans.
161.    Psammis reigned only six years.    He attacked Ethiopia, and
died  almost   directly   afterwards.    Apries,   his   son,8   succeeded   him
upon the throne, excepting Psammetichus, his great-grandfather, was
the most prosperous  of all  the kings that ever ruled  over  Egypt.
The length of his reign was twenty-five years, and in the course of
it he marched an army to attack Sidon, and fought a battle with the
king of Tyre by sea.    When at length the time came that was fated
to bring him woe, an occasion arose which I shall describe more fully
in my Libyan history, only touching it very briefly here.    An army
dispatched by Apries to attack Cyrene, having met with a terrible re-
verse, the Egyptians laid the blanie on him, imagining that he had
*The reverses which soon afterwards befell the Egyptians were not
mentioned to Herodotus. Neco was defeated at Carchemish by Nebuchad-
nezzar, in the 4th year of Jehoiakim (Jer. xlvi. 2), and lost all the territory
which it had been so long" the object of the Pharaohs to possess. For
"the king of Babylon took, from the river of Egypt unto the river
Euphrates, all that pertained to the king of Egypt*' (2 Kings xxiv. 7).
This river of Egypt was the small torrent-bed that formed the boundary
of the country on the N.E. side by the modern El Areesh. Jerusalem was
afterwards taken by Nebuchadnezzar.
8This shows the great repute of the Egyptians for learning, even at this,
time, when they had greatly declined as a nation.
'Apries is the Pharaoh-Hophra of Jeremiah  (xliv. 30).